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This information has been provided merely for information purposes and does not constitute legal or specialist advice. Should more information be sought it is recommended to contact Valletta Legal.

The Individual Investor Programme introduced by the Maltese 
Government in 2014, enables non-EU nationals who are high net 
worth individuals to become citizens of Malta by naturalisation 
provided that they meet the following criteria:

Every applicant is expected to make a contribution to the 
Government of Malta, seventy per cent of which is paid to the 
National Development and Social Fund. This contribution once a 
person becomes a citizen of Malta is non-refundable and does not 
bear any interests or other benefits in favour of the applicant.  The 
contribution is set at €650,000 with regard to the main applicant.  
Moreover the main applicant is expected to affect a non-refundable 
payment of €10,000 prior to submission of application – this fee 
is not refunded even if the application is turned down, but if the 
application is accepted, the fee is deducted from the sum of € 
650,000 payable as contribution.  The regulations also stipulate 
a lower rate of contribution with regard to family members of the 
main applicant.

Apart from the contribution of €650,000 payable to the 
Government of Malta, every main applicant is expected to:

1. commit himself to invest in stocks, bonds, debentures, special 
purpose vehicles or to make other investments as provided 
from time to time by the Government agency set up for the 
purpose – Identity Malta – for the amount of €150,000.  These 
investments that could have a rate of return in favour of the 
main applicant are to be held for a minimum period of 5 years;

2. enter into a written undertaking to either acquire and hold a 
residential immovable property in Malta having a minimum 
value of €350,000, OR to take on lease such property for 
a minimum annual rent of €16,000.  Such property is to be 
retained by the applicant for a minimum period of five years 
from the date of purchase or lease, provided that during 
those five years the applicant can also substitute the property 
acquired or leased with property of equal value and provided 
that the new property is retained for the remaining period of 
the five years’ term.  The applicant is not allowed for the said 
period of five years to lease or sub-lease the property; and

3. provides proof that he has been a resident of Malta for a period 
of at least twelve months proceding the day of the issuing of 
the certificte of naturalisation.

All applications are subjected to a ‘four tier’ independent process 
of due diligence before being approved.

The Government Agency tasked with receipt of applications – 
Identity Malta – is obliged to verify whether or not an application 
is formally correct within ninety days upon the presentation of an 
application. Then within thirty days from the date of the completion 
of such verification, Identity Malta issues its approval in principle 
or refusal or indicates why there is a delay in the processing of the 
application.

The contribution of €650,000 in respect of the main applicant less 
the initial non-refundable payment (of €10,000) together with such 
other contributions as may be due is to be submitted by the main 
applicant within twenty days from an instruction to that effect that 
in turn is issued within five days of the approval in principle.

Certificates of naturalisation – that is the actual grant of citizenship 
– are issued not less than six months but not more than two years 
from date of application, provided that the verification process is 
positive and all other relevant conditions are respected.

Residence by Investment

The Malta Residency and Visa Programme (MRVP) was developed 
as an alternative to the Citizenship by Investment Programme and 
is available to non-EU nationals. This programme can be described 
as a lighter version of the Citizenship by Investment Programme, 
where an indefinite residence permit is granted to applicants who 
place an investment of €250,000 and who show that they own or 
rent property in Malta. 

This programme is definitely aimed at individuals or their families 
who, whether for financial reasons or otherwise, are not eligible 
to acquire Maltese citizenship or do not have the resources to do 
so but are able to make the financial contribution necessary to 
qualify for an indefinite residence permit in Malta.

Similarly to the Citizenship by Investment Programme, applications 
cannot be submitted directly by non-EU nationals but are to be 
submitted by accredited persons who may be advocates, legal 
procurators, notaries, accountants or members of the Institute 
of Taxation, the Institute of Accountants or the Institute of 
Management.

The Programme is available to persons who:

• Are at least 18 years of age and their dependants, whether 
ascendants or descendants who are not economically active 
and who are principally dependant on the main applicant. 
Dependants who are over 18 but have not reached 26 years of 
age are also eligible provided they are not married.

• Prove that they own property in Malta valued at least 
€320,000,( reducing to €270,000 if the property is situated in 
the South of Malta or in Gozo). Alternatively, proof of the lease 
of property of at least €12,000 annually must be provided 
(amount is reduced to €10,000 if the rented property is in the 
south of Malta or in Gozo). This has to be held for a minimum 
of five (5) years.

• Commit themselves to investing in a qualifying investment of 
at least €250,000 and to retain same for at least five (5) years.

• Provide a police certificate issued by the police authorities in 
Malta and certificates issued from the country of origin and 
from every country where the applicant would have resided for 
a period of more than 6 months in the ten years previous to the 
date of application. If this cannot be provided, then Identity 
Malta will accept a sworn affidavit by applicant in exceptional 
cases.

• Provide a certificate from a reputable health system that the 
main applicant and dependants are not suffering from any 
contagious disease and that they are otherwise in good health.

An applicant must be in in receipt of sufficient stable resources 
throughout the validity of the certificate in order to maintain the 
entire family and must provide an affidavit to confirm an annual 
income of not less than €100,000 or capital of not less than 
€500,000. The €250,000 minimum investment and the property 
owned or leased must also be retained for a minimum of five (5) 
years. Throughout the period of validity of the certificate, applicant 
and dependants must be in possession of a valid travel document 
and must be covered by health insurance. 

We are authorised by the Malta authorities to handle such 
applications on behalf of its clients. Our company is able to assist 
in order to prepare the application together with the forms and 
necessary documents and will liaise with the local authorities in 
order to obtain this permits for its clients.  

The Individual Investor Programme


