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This information has been provided merely for information purposes and does not constitute legal or specialist advice. Should more information be sought it is recommended to contact Valletta Legal.

Estate management is a delicate and complex matter, especially 
when dealing with large estates, possibly containing assets 
distributed over two or more jurisdictions. Valletta Legal offers 
consultancy with respect to the management of one’s estate and 
guidance through the options available for the protection and 
preservation of such. Estate management ranges from setting 
up trusts, foundations and/or a combination of structures that 
will provide a long term and tax-efficient solution as well as the 
proper management of one’s estate on a day-to-day basis. 

With respect to inheritance matters, Valletta Legal can integrate 
the above into a structure that would preserve the estate through 
to the next generation. We offer consultancy services in relation 
to drawing up last wills and testaments and the setting up of 
trusts and foundations in order to preserve one’s assets and to 
provide for heirs’ individual needs, always with an aim to keep 
our clients’ fiscal exposure at a minimum. 

Similarly to Trusts, Maltese legislation permits the creation 
of Foundations, be it for charitable reasons or for private 
purposes, depending on the scope and purpose for the setting 
up of such structures. A private foundation is established for the 
private benefit of one or more parties, clearly identifying the 
beneficiaries. A charitable foundation/organisation set up as a 
private foundation does not have the object to publicly solicit 
funds but sources funds privately in order to achieve its goal. An 
alternative to this may be the setting up of public foundation, 
which latter organisation may be established for a specific lawful 
purpose and seek funding from the public.

Trusts and Foundations also sit side by side as investment 
structures which are particularly suited for estate and wealth 
planning. From an international perspective, they may be 
extremely tax efficient and could offer relative anonymity to 
the ultimate beneficiaries. Both Trusts and Foundations contain 
particular features which make them attractive to both Maltese 
and foreign clients. They can easily be tailor-made to match a 
client’s particular requests and be designed to last across a 
number of generations. 

At Valletta Legal we gladly assist our clients throughout the entire 
process, commencing from the initial consulting stages whereby 
the client is briefed about the options available and the pros and 
cons of such options, to the selection of a particular structure 
that is suitable for our client’s requirements or requests, to 
the drafting and registration of the trust or foundation and 
thereon progressing on to assistance in the management and 
administration of the structure. In addition, Valletta Trustees 
Ltd, an affiliate company of Valletta Legal licensed by the Malta 
Financial Services Authority to provide trustee and fiduciary 
services, may act as trustee or as trust protector with respect to 
any Trust or in the case of a foundation, it can act as administrator 
or possibly sit on a supervisory board.  

Apart from Trusts and Foundations, Valletta Trustees Ltd’s licence 
permits it to provide other fiduciary services, including but 
not limited to nominee shareholding, acting as a mandatory, 
transacting in the name and on behalf of clients with respect 
to particular sensitive transactions and the provision of other 
individual fiduciary services.
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