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Malta

Malta is an attractive jurisdiction for corporate establishment.  
Indeed, thousands of international companies have headed to our 
shores and set up office in Malta.  Investors setting up corporate 
structures in Malta take advantage of the highly advantageous 
fiscal benefits derived from such incorporation. Furthermore, 
they also benefit from the high level of professionalism and 
customer service offered by service providers and regulators, 
from the strong work ethic of English-speaking professionals and 
also from a pro-business Government.

Maltese companies serve as an excellent vehicle for international 
trading and/or international holding. 

Legal Framework

The Companies Act 1995 is mainly based on English law and 
also conforms in full with EU Directives.  The strengths of this 
law, together with an effective tax system and an extensive 
list of Double Tax Treaties make Malta an incredibly attractive 
destination for investors looking to set up their business in a safe 
jurisdiction which offers effective and transparent regulation.

Taxation 

By far, the most important incentive for the choice of jurisdiction 
is usually its fiscal regime. Through the years Malta has developed 
into a reputable financial centre of choice and offers an attractive 
and competitive fiscal environment for international business 
and investment. 

Companies registered or resident in Malta are subject to income 
tax on chargeable income at a standard rate of 35%. However, 
in view of Malta’s full imputation system of taxation any income 
tax paid by the company is credited in full to the shareholder 
upon a distribution of profits, so as to avoid any double taxation 
of corporate profits.  Furthermore, shareholders may be entitled 
to a refund of a significant part of the tax paid by the company.  
The amount of refund will vary depending on the source of the 
company’s taxed profits.

A tax refund is considered to fall due when the company’s 
audited financial statements (showing the dividend distribution) 
and a complete and correct income tax return are submitted 
to the tax authorities, the tax liability is paid in full and an 
application for refund on a prescribed form, together with the 
dividend certificate is submitted by the shareholder or his 
attorney/representative. 

Our Services

At Valletta Legal we have a dedicated team of professionals who 
will help you with setting up in Malta as well as with the on-going 
maintenance and administration of your company.  We will help 
you decide which corporate structure best suits your particular 
needs and will walk you through the various options available.  
We provide this extensive range of corporate services in-house 
either directly or through one of our service companies.  The 
following are our services:

• Company incorporation and registration

• Domicilation and registered address

• Company secretarial services

• Fiduciary shareholding

• Directorship services

• Book-keeping and payroll services

• Corporate tax and VAT

• Co-ordination with banks for banking services

• Licence applications for regulated activities

• Back-office services

We pride ourselves in offering cost-effective and efficient 
services and will ensure that you will get your business up and 
running in the shortest time possible.  For more information 
contact our lead partner.
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